Punishment Philosophies
Canton (2017) argues that criminal sanctions are primarily determined by people's beliefs of punishment theories that they are accustomed to. There are various punishment philosophies. The first punishment theory is incapacitation. The main goal behind incapacitation is that criminals cannot victimize citizens if locked down in protected environments. However, this theory's major downfall is that it is only effective as long as the victim is locked up and the cost. The second philosophy is rehabilitation, a moral punishment approach by the state seeking to help offenders become noncriminal and productive members of society. History dictates the different ways this help is to be administered (Canton, 2017).
Additionally, when the contemporary correctional structures were being formed, rehabilitation was the foremost model. These phenomena can be viewed by the same name corrections, indicating that the main goal was to help lawbreakers transform. The third theory is retribution which means giving criminals the penalty they deserve. Most advocates of this punishment believe that the sentences should fit their offenses, popularly known as proportionality doctrine. In reality, this doctrine is difficult to attain because legislatures have no objective way of evaluating criminal culpability.
My preferred punishment method in rehabilitation because I believe circumstances and situations such as poverty push individuals into committing a crime. Therefore, they should not be condemned but instead allowed to make things right. However, in certain extremes like murder, I believe harsh measures like incapacitation should be administered. On the contrary, I think that intermediate sanctions can effectively achieve certain levels of punishment but should only be administered in low magnitude cases. Additionally, the most commonly employed punishment philosophy in my state is incapacitation. In conclusion, Ristroph (2018) describes correction as a necessity, not a nicety; hence these philosophies compare to the biblical goal of corrections in the sense that both believe that a slight deviation in morals may cause great devastation if not corrected.
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